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A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES COMPONENT 3 - ETHICS

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 2319 13 3.9 20 64.8 72.4
1b 2309 18.8 6.5 30 62.6 72.1
2a 871 11.8 4.6 20 58.9 27.2
2b 869 18.2 7 30 60.5 27.1
3a 1675 12 4.2 20 59.9 52.3
3b 1671 18.3 6.5 30 61.1 52.2
4a 855 10.8 5.3 20 53.8 26.7
4b 863 17.1 7.3 30 56.9 26.9
5a 605 11.7 4.6 20 58.4 18.9
5b 602 18.4 7.3 30 61.4 18.8
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A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES COMPONENT 3 -
ETHICS

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

The idea that moral agents are not in control is worth awarding. It would have been good to see mention of a lack of choice, or the illusion of choice here.



Sticky Note

This word is problematic because Hard Determinism and pre-determinism are slightly different. Pre-determined suggests that actions are decided in advance. Hard determinism concerns cause and effect.



Sticky Note

This is not philosophical determinism. There is an attempt to talk about theological determinism / predestination. Alternatively, the candidate is trying to suggest that belief in the Bible influences behaviour, but this is not necessarily determinism either.







Sticky Note

Use of the words biological and evolutionary, suggest that the candidate is aware of the kinds of material that they should be talking about. However, there is no real content here. They could have developed the idea at the end that starts to hint at choices could be determined by inherited characteristics.



Sticky Note

Here is some understanding. Psychological  determinism is about nurture rather than nature.



Sticky Note

There is a glimmer here as well that the cause might be something independent of the moral agent.



Sticky Note

Overall, the candidate has a very limited knowledge of Hard Determinism. There is very limited use of evidence and examples and there is no use of scholarly views or schools of thought. 







Sticky Note

There is evidence of understanding that external things influence human behaviour. However, this is not necessarily determinism and the explanation is confused.



Sticky Note

The point that maybe scientific or psychological determinism may be more convincing is directly relevant to the question. However, there is no evidence to support this suggestion so it needs to be more fully developed. This could be improved with a clearer understanding of what philosophical determinism is. 







Sticky Note

A reasonable point, but needs to be developed and have some kind of reasoning to support it. The candidate could suggest a reason why libertarianism might be more convincing than philosophical determinism.



Sticky Note

The mention of humans as machines is directly relevant and the comment that this is a limited view is valid. There is then a confusion over whether feelings are causal factors or evidence of freedom.



Sticky Note

This candidate has tried to answer the question. They would be able to develop their answer more effectively with a better knowledge of the main features of philosophical determinism. 
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Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
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Sticky Note

This a clear and knowledgeable start to the essay on natural law. As yet, there is no reference to the question, which asks specifically for the teleological and deontological features.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
Leave 
blank 
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Sticky Note

The essay is moving on to more features of natural law, that could easily be identified as teleological or deontological, but is missing the opportunities. 



 

Sticky Note

A little bit of inaccuracy here, but the example is good and the explanation of exterior and interior acts is generally clear. Still no reference to the question.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
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Sticky Note

Whilst this was a beautiful description of Natural law, there was nothing here of relevance to the question. The candidate failed to use or refer to any of the vocabulary that the question was requesting. Band 2 - 8 marks



 

Sticky Note

Reasonable opening statement, last sentence clearly directed towards the question.



 

Sticky Note

Counter argument with reasoning given.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
Leave 


blank 
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Sticky Note

Nice reference to Divine Law. Could have spoken about the precept to worship God since the precepts were being referred to as key fundamental beliefs.



 

Sticky Note

Reasonable counter argument with reasoning given.



 

Sticky Note

Short conclusion which answers the question. This is a short answer overall, but it is clearly directed at the question. It is a little formulaic and is a 'ping pong' response rather than in-depth evaluation of the arguments. But some good ideas. Band 3, 17 marks
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Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


l ~ 


Answer 


2 11111111111111 
8702 


Leave 
blank 



Sticky Note

A good use of technical vocabulary in the initial definition of Hard Determinism. A strong start by referring to causes and lack of free will. 



Sticky Note

Clear explanation of John Locke, including his analogy of the man in the locked room and its meaning. Technical vocabulary used and explained when talking of universal causation. Other useful terms are 'illusion' and 'ignorant'.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
Leave 
blank 



Sticky Note

Good general introduction to scientific determinism and then a focus on biological determinism as required by the specification. Clear understanding of technical vocabulary such as genetic fixity. Clear explanation of the role of DNA in determinism. 



Sticky Note

Could have dealt with this question more clearly by pointing out that Hard Determinism is materialist and rejects the notion of a mind as distinct and separate from the physical brain and body.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 


. to the first line of your answer 
Answer 


4 
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blank 



Sticky Note

Good use of the Darrow story to demonstrate psychological determinism,  without being dependent upon it. Could improve it even further by considering what psychological causes may have operated on the murderers.



Sticky Note

A little brief on Pavlov.  Clear knowledge of the vocabulary (conditioned stimulus), but some explanation of the experiment would have been better.



Sticky Note

Overall, a clear answer to the question that demonstrates accurate, extensive and relevant knowledge and understanding of Hard determinism. The response answers the specific demands of the question set and includes a thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


\ b 


Answer 


5 


Leave I 
blank 



Sticky Note

A good clear start that addresses some technical language and uses the wording of the question set. It is important to note that the question did ask specifically for philosophical determinism here, rather than scientific or psychological. This isn't referred to in the introduction, but is addressed later in the response.



Sticky Note

Supporting evidence / argument from Voldaire to strengthen Locke's philosophical argument.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 
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Leave 
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Sticky Note

Counter argument / evidence offered



Sticky Note

Counter argument is supported and the wording of the question is used. To improve this further, it would be useful for the candidate to consider why they conclude on the side of Sartre in this paragraph and to give some supporting argument for why Sartre's point is more convincing than Locke's.







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 


1 11111111111111 
8707 


Leave 
blank 



Sticky Note

Good attempt to use an alternative philosophical stance to address the question directly. Technical vocabulary is generally used accurately. (Indifference could do with some more clarity)







Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 


Answer 


8 


Leave 
blank 



Sticky Note

Could consider why this is important and how it might add to the debate.



Sticky Note

The development required here would be to analyse how the lack of moral responsibility adds to the notion that we are actually free, not determined. How does it address the question and if the point is a strong one, then why?



Sticky Note

Conclusion is clearly focused again on the question as the essay has been throughout. The analysis in this response is purposeful and the main issues are identified and addressed. There could have been more confidence critical analysis of the issues rather than simply setting opposing views against each other. 
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions  20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 
 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 


set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 


appropriate. 
 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 
 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 
 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 


evidence and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 
 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 
 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 
 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth.Very limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 
 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2 - Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by 
the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


 Thorough and accurate  use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are  identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars / schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


 Some mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 
 


COMPONENT 3 – RELIGION AND ETHICS 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Explain hard determinism with reference to philosophical, scientific and 
psychological concepts. [AO1 20] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 


 
Philosophical concept of hard determinism: 


 John Locke coined the phrase ‘free will is just an illusion’.  This is because 
people who believe they have free will think they do because they can 
pause and reflect before making a choice. However, Locke believed that 
all such thoughts were just people’s ignorance; most people do not have 
the intelligence to see that actually there are no choices at all to be made.  


 Locke gave the example of a man who wakes up in a room that, unknown 
to him, is locked from the outside. He chooses to stay in the room 
believing he has chosen freely to stay there.  In reality he has no option 
but to stay there, it is only his ignorance on the status of the door, that has 
given him the illusion of free will.  


Scientific concept of hard determinism: 


 Scientific concepts of hard determinism are often known as biological 
determinism.  


 Charles Darwin argued every living organism that determined by the 
process of evolution.   The above argument was furthered by the 
discovery of genetics / DNA.  Scientists argue that genetics/DNA 
determine how we act/respond in all situations – including moral 
situations.  


Psychological concept of hard determinism: 


 The psychological school of thought on hard determinism is called 
behaviourism. 


 Behaviourism is the theory which has been encouraged by the work of 
early psychologist Ivan Pavlov: whose experimentation is often referred to 
as ‘Pavlov’s Dogs’ or classical conditioning. 


 Pavlov found that the normal reaction of a dog to food (producing saliva) 
could be conditioned to be triggered by the sound of a bell.  Pavlov rang a 
bell every time food was ready for the dogs.  After a while Pavlov rang the 
bell but did not produce food, however, the dogs still produced saliva. 
Pavlov argued the dogs had been conditioned. 


 From this Pavlov postulated that human reactions are the same as the 
dogs e.g. most actions moral agents do are just conditioned (sub-
consciously repeating behaviour) reactions to our environment. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The philosophical concept of hard determinism clearly illustrates 
humanity has no free will.’ 


 
 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 
Some candidates may answer from within the discipline of philosophical 
determinism alone, whereas others may draw upon other disciplines, e.g. 
science, philosophy or religion. All approaches are acceptable. 


 


 Locke argued that moral agents believe they have the free will to make 
decisions because they can pause and reflect before making a choice. 
However, Locke believed that all such thoughts were just people’s ignorance; 
most agents do not have the intelligence to see that actually there are no 
choices at all to be made.  


 A counter to this could be that Locke does not, with the above argument, 
prove the concept of determinism.  What Locke is actually arguing is that 
libertarianism is just an ignorant illusion and then merely speculating that 
therefore determinism must be correct. 


 Locke’s philosophical argument could be further weakened by Sartre, who 
argued that there is no God, therefore man is condemned to freedom.  Man’s 
freedom is obvious because of the way moral agents go about trying to deny 
it. Therefore, moral agents create a self-deception of determinism (‘bad 
faith’); however, for Sartre these attempts by moral agents to escape freedom 
are an absolute sign we have free will.  


 Behaviourist Ivan Pavlov carried out experiments on dogs and found that they 
could be conditioned.  From this Pavlov postulated that human reactions are 
the same as the dogs i.e. all our actions are just conditioned reactions to our 
environment. 


 A challenge to this is that psychology does not illustrate humanity has no free 
will.  This is because some psychologists would argue free will is still 
possible.  Rogers accepts children can be conditioned.  However, moral 
agents do have the ability to achieve freewill; through the process of ‘self-
actualisation’. Self-actualisation involves getting in touch with our real feelings 
and acting on them.  


 Scientists claim that DNA illustrates all humans have a fixed scientific 
formula.  Therefore, moral agents are no more than genetic robots; 
programmed (and thus determined) by their DNA. 


 Recent developments in neuroscience open up a debate regardsSirigu's 
research on the parietal cortex of the human brain has created for some the 
possibility of there being free will.  


 
 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Write the two digit question 
number inside the boxes next 
to the first line of your answer 
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Answer 
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4. (a)	 Examine	both the deontological and teleological features of Aquinas’ Natural Law. [20]


(b) ‘Natural Law is meaningless without belief in a creator God.’
Evaluate this view. [30]
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions  20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 
 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 


set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 


appropriate. 
 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 
 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 
 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 


evidence and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 
 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 
 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 
 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth.Very limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 
 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2 - Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by 
the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


 Thorough and accurate  use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are  identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars / schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


 Some mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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4. (a) Examine both the deontological and teleological features of Aquinas’ 
Natural Law. [AO1 20] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 


 
Deontological Features: 


 The moral term deontological means that the morality of the action should 
come from the nature of the action itself e.g. murder will be morally judged 
on the action of murder only.   


 There are several deontological features of Natural Law: 


 Four levels of law: Aquinas explanation of eternal, divine, natural and 
human law 


 The Primary Precepts: the primary precepts act as a universal and 
permanent set of deontological rules.  The five deontological primary 
precepts are: preservation of life, orderly living in society, worship God, 
education and reproduction. 


 The primary precepts act as a universal and permanent set of 
deontological rules. 


 The Secondary Precepts:  are created by judging whether an action either 
upholds or breaks one of the primary precepts. Though it can be argued 
that the secondary precepts do not always have to be upheld (double 
effect).  


Teleological Features: 


 The term teleological means right and wrong should be judged by the end 
outcome / ultimate purpose / telos of an action rather than the actual 
action itself. 


 There are several teleological features of Natural Law: 


 The purpose of Natural Law: Natural Law is based on the idea that the 
universe was created by God with an end purpose (telos). Human beings 
are part of God’s universe and therefore moral agents must too have an 
ultimate end purpose (telos) set by God.  Natural Law was designed, by 
Aquinas, to illustrate what that end purpose (telos).  


 Rational Thought: Using our God-given reason, Aquinas argued, a moral 
agent can reason out God’s ultimate end purpose (telos) for humanity: 


 The Highest Good: Aquinas believed the highest good was to ‘become 
more like God’ i.e. moral agents are born with the purpose (telos) to 
develop as closely as we can into the image of God.   


 The Primary Precepts: Aquinas reasoned out humanities God given 
purposes (telos) by considering humanities natural inclinations.  Aquinas 
generalised five human purposes (telos) based on these natural 
inclinations; called the five primary precepts.    


 Getting to heaven: by achieving their highest good, by following Natural 
Law, moral agents will re-establish a right relationship with God. If moral 
agents can do this they will achieve their ultimate telos of gaining eternal 
life in heaven, with God. 


 The Secondary Precepts:  are created by judging whether an action either 
upholds or breaks one of the primary precepts. Though it can be argued 
that the secondary precepts do not always have to be upheld (double 
effect).  
 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Natural Law is meaningless without belief in a creator God.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 


 One line of argument could be that Natural Law is meaningless if the 
moral agent does not have a belief in a creator God. This is because 
Natural Law is fundamentally based on a belief in a creator God. This 
could be illustrated in several ways: 


 Aquinas stated that Natural Law is based on moral agents using their 
universal God given reason, that a creator God created within humanity. 


 According to Aquinas Natural Law is one of two ways to help moral 
agents understand a reflection of God’s eternal law. The other been divine 
law. 


 The five primary precepts, of Natural Law, are based on the idea that a 
creator God created, within humanity, five fixed purposes in live.  
Moreover, one of these purposes is worship God. 


 Three of the seven virtues Aquinas states help moral agents achieve the 
precepts are based on the belief in a creator God.  Aquinas called them 
the revealed virtues, which are: faith, hope and charity. 


 Aquinas argued every moral agent’s highest good was to re-establish a 
‘right’ relationship with God, in order to gain eternal life in heaven.  
Following Natural Law was one way to help achieve this. 


 However, the above could be countered because the fundamentals of 
Natural Law can be accepted without a belief in a creator God. This is 
because Natural Law developed fundamental, universal ethical principles 
that are applicable to all moral agent’s regardless of belief: 


 The ‘Human Rights Charter of the United Nations’ signed in 1947 is based 
heavily upon the primary precepts of Natural Law e.g. The right to life’, 
‘The right to an education’ etc.   


 Peter Vardy links human rights and Natural Law when he stated: “At the 
end of World War 2, Nazi war criminals were tried according to universal 
moral laws modelled on Natural Law thinking.” 


 Lord Devlin, in his 1965 government report, suggested society was in 
moral decline because it lacked a decisive and clear absolutist moral 
ethic.  Natural Law, could provide society with such an ethic. 


 Another line of argument could be that Natural Law does not need a belief in 
a creator God because John Finnis was able to create a twentieth century 
development of Natural Law that does not pre-suppose a creator divine 
being. Instead Finnis concentrated on reasoning a set of 'goods' from which a 
good life can be generated.  


 However, there are modern developments of Natural Law e.g. 
Proportionalism, that are still fundamentally based on a creator God.  


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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1. (a)	 Explain	hard	determinism	with	reference	to	philosophical,	scientific	and
psychological concepts. [20]


(b) ‘The philosophical concept of hard determinism clearly illustrates humanity has
no free will.’
Evaluate this view. [30]
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